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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to the application filed on February 15, 2001. Claims 1- 
17 are pending. Claims 1-17 are directed to a method, software and system for a 
"Virtual History Files." 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, and 6-16 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Yohanan (US 6,211,871). 
Claim 1 : 

A method for modifying a browser history file in a network browser program, said 
browser history file including a listing of previously visited network sites, said network 
browser program being used in combination with a switching means for selectively 
accessing adjacent ones of said previously visited network sites, said method 
comprising: (See col. 2 and col. 12) 

creating a virtual history list of network sites, said network sites being accessible 
by using said network browser program; and (See col. 3, lines 29-32, col. 5, lines 55- 
57, and col. 7, lines 63-64) 

inserting said virtual history list into said browser history file whereby adjacent 
ones of said network sites in said virtual history list are accessible by a single actuation 
of said switching means (See col. 7, lines 43-46 and 49-50). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Claim 2 : 

The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said switching means comprises a pointing 
device, said pointing device being selectively operable by a user for pointing to a 
selected icon presented on a display screen, said switching means further including an 
actuating mechanism, said actuating mechanism being selectively operable by said 
user to effect a selection of said icon. (See col. 9, lines 43-45). 
Claim 5 : 

The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said creating includes using a keyboard 
input to create said virtual history list. (See col. 8, lines 41-44). (A keyboard is inherently 
used to type). 
Claim 6 : 

The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said creating includes using a pointing 
device to create said virtual history list. (See col. 7, lines 56-57 and col. 8, line 55). (You 
can only click on a pointing device i.e. mouse, trackball, joystick.) 
Claim 7 : 

The method as set forth in claim 6 wherein said creating further includes: 

displaying a listing of favorite sites previously visited by said user; and (See col. 
6, lines 60-63). 

indicating selected ones of said favorite sites for inclusion on said virtual history 
list. (See col. 6, line 66 through col. 7, line 2). 
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Claim 8 : 

The method as set forth in claim 1 and further including creating said virtual history list 
from individual network sites and also from previously created groups of said network 
sites. (See col. 8, lines 35-38 and col. 7, lines 34-37). 
Claims 9-16 

Claims 9-16 do not teach or define any significantly new limitation above and 
beyond claims 1-8 to warrant particular treatment, and therefore are rejected for similar 
reasons. 

3. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 (JSC 102(e) as being anticipated by Bertram et al. 
(U.S. 6,049,812). 
Claim 17 : 

An information processing system comprising: 
a system bus; (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 5). 

a CPU device connected to said system bus; (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 5). 
a memory device connected to said system bus; (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 5). 
an input device connected to said system bus, said input device being arranged 
to enable user input to said information processing system; (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 5). 
a user display device connected to said system bus; and (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 

5). 

connection means arranged to selectively connect said information processing 
system to a network containing a plurality of network sites, said information processing 
system being selectively operable for modifying a browser history file in a network 
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browser program resident in said memory device, said browser history file including a 
listing of previously visited network sites, said network browser program being used in 
combination with said input device for selectively accessing adjacent ones of said 
previously visited network sites, said information processing system being further 
selectively operable for: (See Figs. 2 and 3, col. 4, lines 43-47; col. 5 lines 45-47). 

creating a virtual history list of network sites, said network sites being accessible 
by using said network browser program; and (See col. 5, lines 2-3). 

inserting said virtual history list into said browser history file whereby adjacent 
ones of said network sites in said virtual history list are accessible by a single actuation 
of said input device. (See col. 9, lines 61-63, col. 10, lines 23-25, col. 4, lines 43-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yohanan as applied to claims 1-2 and 5-8 above, in view of Bertram et al. (U.S. 
6,049,812). 

As for claim 3 and 4, they recite the limitations to further limit claim 1 wherein the icon is 
a forward (claim 3) and backward (claim 4) indicia on said display screen. 
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Yohanan does not explicitly suggest the forward/backward indicia although it does teach 
that the icon is transportable at col. 7, lines 49-50. However, Bertram explicitly discloses 
the forward and backward limitations on Fig. 4 and col. 10, lines 23-25. 

Hence, It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of website accessing system taught by 
Yohanan with the forward/backward indicia function disclosed by Bertram. 

As such, a user could use the switching means of forward and backward to 
access adjacent sites. Thus, this navigation function standard in the prior art is kept 
thereby providing a migration path. Therefore, claims 3 and 4 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Levine et al. (U.S. 5,745,681) teaches "Stateless Shopping Cart for the Web." 

- Berstsis et al. (U.S. 6,092,100) teaches "Method for Intelligently Resolving 
Entry of an Incorrect Uniform Resource Locator (URL). " 

- Narayanaswami (U.S. 6,182,113) teaches "Dynamic Multiplexing of 
Hyperlinks and Bookmarks." 

- Himmel et al. (U.S. 6,21 1 ,871) teaches "Named Bookmark Sets." 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Coffy whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0325. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Emmanuel Coffy 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 57 
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